
Report of Region 8 of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

to 2010 Synod Assemblies 
Region 8 is composed of eight synods in the mid-Atlantic region of the United States of America:  (a) Northwestern PA Synod, (b) Southwestern PA Synod, (c) Allegheny Synod, (d) Lower Susquehanna Synod, (e) Upper Susquehanna Synod, (f) DE/MD Synod, (g) Metropolitan Washington DC Synod, and, (h) WV/WMD Synod. On this territory, we find the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, (the first and oldest Lutheran Seminary in North America) founded in 1826; three colleges of our Church: Gettysburg, Susquehanna and Thiel, eight outdoor ministry sites and numerous expressions of social services, schools and advocacy ministries.  The region is composed of nearly 1150 congregations and nearly 453,000 baptized members and contains three major urban centers: Washington, DC, Baltimore and Pittsburgh, as well as many mid-sized cities and suburbs, and numerous town and country parishes (some dating to pre-Revolutionary War days). From open farm land, to the industries of coal and steel, to the centers of government, cultural, social and educational centers, the region encompasses a great variety of people, places and issues.  The industrial, mining and farming communities have seen declines in population, as has the Lutheran Church in this region.  Yet the cities have seen significant growth, including African American, Latino and African immigrant population increases.

During this past year several events are highly symbolic of the important ‘grassroots’ ministry work going on in and throughout Region 8, involving people from throughout the Region.  First, the Region 8 bishops worked with regionally based staff from the Evangelical Outreach and Congregational Ministry Unit to kicked-off a multiple year “Missional Leadership Training” opportunity and participants in this learning opportunity will continue to work in colleague groups and with the larger learning group for three years.  Second, as they shared at the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, three pastors from the WV/WMD Synod created “Tour de Revs”, an exciting bicycle expedition that benefitted both ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Response.  Their ride through the synods of Region 8 and throughout the ELCA promoted excitement and amazing creativity that financially supported both World Hunger and Disaster Response and generated lots of publicity for the ELCA.  Check out this incredible story at   http://www.tourderevs.org/  
Region 8 synods work collaboratively in many ways, but in this year’s report I share that the work of the new Directors for Evangelical Mission (DEMs) is taking root throughout synods of Region 8.  On one end of the Region, and one end of the activity spectrum, in the rural Northwest PA Synod (where economics and age continue to challenge evangelism efforts) Bishop Jones and DEM Pastor Jake Jacobson are beginning to map out appropriate strategies for this important work.  On the other end of the Region, and on the other end of the activity spectrum, in the Metropolitan Washington DC Synod (where thousands of young adults move to serve any number of government agencies) Assistant to the Bishop Pastor Amy Sevimli continues her valuable work with young adults and what church means in their lives and DEM Pastor Phil Hirsch embodies a committed partnership in this ministry adventure as he considers how a “church plant” might best nurture an essential location for faith community in the lives of these young adults.  Bishops and other assistants to bishops are eager to partner with this cadre of leaders who are charged with leading us into a faith filled and faith vital future.  

The coming year promises to be one where we in Region 8 seek appropriate balance between carrying forward what have been helpful and beneficial ministry activities while exploring and engaging in new opportunities for cooperative ministry, especially in light of 2009 Churchwide Assembly actions.  There is a good spirit among the leaders of the Region who are committed to the mission of the ELCA and who desire to find ways to embody that mission, particularly in the area of campus ministry and candidacy.      

Respectfully submitted, 
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