REPORT OF LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY IN GREATER PITTSBURGH
 The LORD is faithful in all his words, and gracious in all his deeds.  The LORD upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed down. The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food in due season. You open your hand, satisfying the desire of every living thing. 

(Psalm 145:13b-16 NRSV)
God provides. This year has had its share of anxiety. Expenses outpaced income for most of the year. Student attendance patterns changed. The waterline leaked leading to a very expensive repair. Throughout the stress the promise to which we clung is that God provides. For generations God has provided for ministry in this place. For generations there has been the Holy Spirit, the Word of God, and the faithful people of God proclaiming the gentle rule of God’s reign. We ended the year with a small surplus. The plumbing repairs were graciously paid for with a grant from National Lutheran Campus Ministry, Inc., a major gift from St. Peter’s Lutheran Church (Uniontown) and other gifts from many congregations. New students are now attending and becoming involved. We looked to God. We prayed. God provided.

Worship continues to be at the center of what we do. Ownership in worship continues to be strong as students serve as musicians, cantors, lectors and communion assistants. We have continued to reach out to students who become inactive, and we are intentional about welcoming new students. Worship opportunities have also included mid-week Advent and Lenten services, Ash Wednesday, and Holy Week services. We have used LBW II, ELW IV, ELW I, Now the Feast, and Holden Evening Prayer liturgies at the center. We are grateful to St. Andrew Lutheran Church in Moon Township for a generous gift that allowed us to buy the new Evangelical Lutheran Worship books, accompanist editions, and missal. Average Sunday morning worship attendance for the year was 29 people.
Choral Prayer at the Close of the Day (Compline) as sung by the Pittsburgh Compline Choir had a successful and challenging year. The co-sponsorship of the service with First Lutheran Church downtown continues to strengthen the ministry. The highlight of the year was the 20th Anniversary Celebration. A choir of 50 made up of past and present members of the choir prayed the office with a congregation of about 130 people. It was a wonderful way to celebrate the tradition of praying Compline over these years. In the summer the choirs newest CD, Blessed, Heavenly Light, was released. Jane Sampsell did outstanding work in these difficult economic times as the choir’s development director during the anniversary year. The main challenge the choir has faced this past year was turnover in the director’s position. Andrew Scanlon left to take a position with Eastern Carolina University. Paul Weber was contracted to replace him, but due to irreconcilable artistic differences with the choir he resigned. Alastair Stout is now the interim director. I am very grateful for his willingness to serve. Average attendance at the service of Compline was 59.
Wednesday Dinners continue to be popular. The students continue to plan meals, cook, and clean up. This is our greatest community builder. The Bible studies on Wednesday evenings this year were a Bible study on the book of Amos and a pericope study about the scripture lessons from Sundays. Attendance at Bible studies continues to be strong. Fellowship events have included game nights, a Halloween party, cookie baking, attending Oktoberfest with WVU Lutheran Campus Ministry, and going to the movies. Service projects this year included, sponsoring children for presents at Christmas, making Valentine’s Day cards for the elderly, clean up before the G20 Summit, hospitality during the summit, and distribution of Final Exam Care Packages. This year through a generous grant from the Allegheny Thrivent Chapter, with help from the participants at Lutherlyn’s Family Advent Retreat and with the participation of several congregations, we were able to assemble, collect and distribute over 1,000 Final Exam Care Packages!
Jennifer Wischmann now has a full year of experience as our administrator. She is doing excellent work and is a delight to work with. Michael Ludwig finished his time with us as our intern in the spring. He was ordained in October and now serves in campus ministry at Ohio State University. We thank all the staff for their dedication and hard work.

We give thanks to the Executive Committee and all the board and committee members for their work and invaluable guidance given to this ministry as we reach the campus communities of the University of Pittsburgh, Carnegie Mellon, Carlow, and Chatham Universities for the sake of the Gospel.

We also give thanks to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Southwestern Pennsylvania, the Northwestern Pennsylvania, and the West Virginia/Western Maryland Synods, congregations, and individuals who generously support our ministry.

Our current board members are:

Pastor Kirk Bish, President


Bethany, Bethel Park

Pastor Brian Evans,


Faith Lutheran, White Oak

Mr. Ivan Cilik, Treasurer


Hope, Cranberry

Ms. Kim Wilson, Secretary


First, Pittsburgh (Downtown)

Pastor Michael Sourwine


House of Prayer, Aliquippa

Ms. Donna Heyne


Nativity, Allison Park

Pastor Anthony Schneck


Bethlehem, Glenshaw

Dr. Ronald Montelaro, Vice-president


 Trinity, Wexford

Pastor Patrice Weirick


Center Twp. Lutheran Parish

Dr. Wayne Franzen


Prince of Peace, Pleasant Hills

Pastor Allen Riethmiller


Christ, West Newton

Ms. Mollie Hibbs


First English, Butler

Mr. Erick Johnson


Carnegie Mellon University

Mr. David Mowery


Carnegie Mellon University

Ms. Erin Burke


University of Pittsburgh

Sincerely submitted by the grace of God,

Pastor Scott KuechenmeisterHall
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