Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod

Global Missions Committee Report

Assembly, 2010


The Global Missions Committee has focused on several areas of concentration this past year to enable the dissemination of information within the Synod.   Several of the clusters were visited about the work of global missions and ongoing benevolence.  Our two Companion Synods, Karagwe, Tanzania and Middle Germany were discussed.  Karagwe remains our largest effort with emphasis on scholarships to the Beryewenge Girls’ Secondary School, support for Anatoria Aligowesa and continued orphan support.  The Rt. Rev. Benson Bagonza, Bishop of Karagwe Diocese, visited our Synod in December, lectured at the University of Pittsburgh and Thiel College and held discussions with Thiel professors centered on improving and uplifting the knowledge and teaching methods used by the diocesan teachers in Karagwe.  Three parishes are in varying stages of developing parish-parish sister relationships between Karagwe and NWPA Synod.  Middle Germany remains a prayer point for the committee as the new church evolves.  Due to ELCA budget constraints, funding has been reduced to the Wittenburg Center in Germany and the missionaries recalled.  Speakers from the committee are available to visit congregations.  The committee membership includes The Rev. Dr.  Ralph Jones, Bishop; Jack Wonner; Beth Spahn; The Rev. Samuel Mabugu; The Rev. Dr. Andrea Ng’Weshemi; Dr. Linda Winkler; Linda Armstrong; Colleen Witmer and Susan Bittler.
