REPORT OF GLADE RUN LUTHERAN SERVICES

“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do so with all thy might.”

--Ecclesiastes, 9:10

Solomon’s obvious emphasis is on doing enthusiastically what we do, for life is short and our opportunities for doing so soon are spent. 

What do you do, then, when outside factors influence what you do? 

It’s been no secret that economic conditions continue to be challenging and that uncertainty surrounds the future of residential treatment facilities. Contributing to Glade Run’s six-figure deficit this past year was a significant decrease in referrals for residential services. State and local officials have promised us that traditional residential treatment facilities like Glade Run Lutheran Services are becoming an endangered species. While agencies like ours are not yet to the point of extinction, precautionary methods are being put into place to ensure that residential treatment on our campus does not “die out” while so many children remain at risk. These methods include finding unique niches to serve children in crisis with increasingly diverse and challenging mental and emotional health issues. We also continue to seek out and investigate opportunities to utilize the closed cottages on our residential campus that will complement our agency’s vision and mission.

Despite the continued downsizing of our residential program, we have been able to serve an increased number of children and adults in our combined programs: over 2,000 unique individuals in total. Many of our clients were able to access services across our continuum of care. We experienced significant growth in community services, increasing the number of staff in two community offices to serve additional clients. 
Glade Run has brought in some new talent to help us expand our services in new and needed directions. This past fall St. Stephen’s Lutheran Academy opened its expansion site, the David A. Yundt Learning Center, and began educating students with autism. Autism services are also now being offered to the community in the form of wraparound services. New partnerships are being developed with schools for additional school-based mental health services to serve children in their home districts. I credit these numbers and accomplishments to the talented and dedicated Glade Run staff and the reputation they have earned us as a leading provider of services. 
In the opening quote, Solomon speaks of diligence, and diligence is something that Glade Run Lutheran Services has exemplified for 155 years. We gratefully acknowledge the support of our Lutheran brothers and sisters as we prepare ourselves for the work that God finds for our hands to do.
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