REPORT OF THE REGIONAL GIFT PLANNER

for THE ELCA FOUNDATION

and LUTHERAN PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM

The Lutheran Planned Giving program works to plan gifts for ministry, and to raise awareness of asset stewardship, whether for congregations or individuals.  
Lutheran Planned Giving is a cooperative ministry of the Northwestern Pennsylvania Synod,  Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod, West Virginia – Western Maryland Synod, churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Bethesda Children’s Home/Lutheran Social Services, Camp Agapé, Evangelical Coalition for Mission in Appalachia (ELCMA), Lutheran Campus Ministry in Greater Pittsburgh, Lutheran Campus Ministry at West Virginia University, Lutheran SeniorLife, Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, Lutherlyn and Thiel College.

During the past year, congregations and other ministries have received bequests and other gifts provided by generous individuals.  I have worked with a number of congregations to consider how God may be calling them to use bequest assets to further the ministry of the church.  Some have decided that the best way to be a good steward of these gifts is to establish a Mission Endowment Fund, or to grow an existing Mission Endowment Fund.  The emphasis of a Mission Endowment Fund is on supporting and enhancing the congregational, synodical, churchwide and community ministries of the church.  
During the past year it has also been my pleasure to work with Christian stewards as they consider how they can best provide lasting support for their congregations and other ministries.  We have explored together ways to provide for God’s work through bequests, life insurance gifts, charitable gift annuities, charitable remainder trusts, gifts from retirement plans, and otherwise.  

Plan now to be good stewards of the abundance God has bestowed upon you.  Please call upon me whenever I can provide assistance.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara B. Carl, Regional Gift Planner

ELCA Foundation/ Lutheran Planned Giving

31 Heritage Hills Road

Uniontown, PA 15401

Phone:  724-438-7741

Cell:  724-366-7439

E-mail:  BarbCarl9@aol.com

