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The Rev. Mark Hanson, presiding bishop of the Evangelica Lutheran Church in America;

The ELCA Conference of Bishops, the Rev. Bishop Donald McCoid, chair; the Church Council of the ELCA;
the ELCA Task Force on Human Sexudlity, Dr. James Childs, director; and the Congregations of the ELCA

The Evangdicd Lutheran Church in Americaisin the midst of studies on human sexudity. We wish to be apart of this
process and to be active participants in the conversation. We do so in reliance on the Spirit's power to keep the church
faithful to its Biblica and confessond heritage. We dso do so with the intention to "maintain the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:3).

We offer the following statement as away of summarizing our position on human sexudity and as our way of affirming
what the church has taught and confessed on these issues since gpostalic times.

1.

The Bible and the Chrigtian Tradition, including the Lutheran Confessions, see sexudity asintegraly related to
the doctrine of marriage. Marriage, an inditution ordained by God, is the life-long union of one man and one
woman for the creation of humean life and for their mutua love and care. Sexud intercourse is not a fundamental
private right or psychologica necessity, but a gift of God. Its purpose isto serve as a means of uniting husband
and wife and continuing God's life-cresting work. The confessons teach that we are to "live chastely in thought,
word, and deed in (our) particular situation” (Large Catechism 394:2/9, Tappert trans.). Sexud intercourse is
part of the vocation of marriage and is misused in any other context.

The Gospd frees us from the curse of the Law, that is, the judgment that fals on us because we are snners. It
does not free us from the righteous life that the Law summarizes. ™Y ou, having been set free from sin, have
become daves of righteousness' (Romans 6:18). The freedom of the Gospel does not make the forbidden
permissible; rather, that freedom encourages and enables us to embrace joyfully alife of faithful service and holy
living. In Chrigt we are given the grace, by the Holy Spirit, to "know how to control (our) own body in holiness
and honor" (I Thessdonians 4:4).

We view any changein the church’s doctrine of marriage as agrave error. The Evangdlica Lutheran Churchin
Americais currently studying whether the church may bless homosexua relationships, and whether the church
may ordain sexudly active homosaxudss to the office of the ministry. Such proposed changesin Chrigtian
doctrine digtort the Biblical record, apped to questionable scientific theories, suppress inconvenient data, and
rely overwhemingly on individua experience which has been conditioned by contemporary culture and vaues.
We are troubled by the process that has been used in recent studies on human sexuality within the ELCA. The
conversations on thisissue thus far have largely focused on persona experience and the sharing of anecdotes,
rather than on the teaching of Holy Scripture and the theologica and confessiond witness of the church. We cdll
the church to recognize that persond experience is not areliable interpretive key to the Word of God.

Three strategies have been proposed by those who wish to change the present policy. Oneis “ordination to
place,” in which a non-cdibate homosexud is ordained exclusively to serve one congregation. A second is



“synodica option,” which permits synods to set their own standards in this matter. A third Strategy might be
termed “conscientious plurdism,” in which traditiond and revisionist perspectives on these matters are dlowed
to coexist in the church. Any of these proposas would destroy the unity of the ELCA and of its ordained
minigry.

5. We understand the genuine suffering and chalenge that our homosexud brothers and sisters face. We repudiate
al forms of prejudice and hatred, but we believe that Christian love requires the clear proclamation of God's
truth which aone can free and reconcile us. Sengtive pastoral care for homosexud persons will include

compassion, encouragement and the same call to repentance and chagtity that God continualy places before us
al.

Because we love the whole church, many of us are facing a potentia crisis of conscience regarding the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America. We earnestly desire to remain actively engaged in the life and mission of our church, but
we observe that the ELCA is becoming schismatic and sectarian. We therefore pray that our church's reflection on
human sexudlity be determined by an obedient listening to the Word of God and by a faithful witnessto that Word.
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